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WORKSHOP ON NEW BERN AVENUE CORRIDOR 
STUDY TO BE HELD MARCH 3

The City of Raleigh will hold a second public design workshop on the New Bern 
Avenue Corridor Study on March 3 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Milner Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, 1950 New Bern Ave. Area residents and business owners are 
invited to attend and share ideas and visions for renewing the corridor.

The study of the New Bern Avenue corridor, Raleigh’s historic eastern gateway, 
focuses on the area from Swain Street to Wake Medical Center. The preliminary 
goals of the study are to identify ways to improve the appearance of the corridor; 
to support pedestrian, bicycle and transit uses along the corridor; and to stimulate 
economic development initiatives and revitalization in the area.

Since the first public design workshop on Dec. 2, City staff has been working on 
the inventory and analysis phase of the study and will soon publish an Issues 
and Opportunities Report. Among the issues that will be discussed at the March 3 
workshop are:
 
	 •	 Streetscape	and	urban	design;
	 •	 Multi-modal	transportation;
	 •	 Environmental	considerations;
	 •	 Public	safety;
	 •	 Historic	and	cultural	heritage;	and,
	 •	 Land	use	and	economic	development.
 
For more information about the New Bern Avenue Corridor Study, including how to 
register to be included on the study’s email listserv, contact Dhanya Sandeep in the 
City	of	Raleigh	Planning	Department	at	516-2659	or	email	her	at	
Dhanya.sandeep@raleighnc.gov. Information about the study is also available on 
the City’s website at www.raleighnc.gov. (Type “New Bern Avenue Corridor Study” 
in	the	“What	Are	You	Looking	For?”	section	in	the	top	left	corner	of	the	webpage.)
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•	 Workshop	On	New	Bern	Avenue	Corridor		
	 Study	To	Be	Held	March	3

•	 City	Of	Raleigh	Using	Stimulus	Funds	To		
	 Finance	Variety	Of	Projects

•	 Cat	To	Offer	‘Love	Bus’	To	Celebrate		 	
	 R-Line’s	Second	Anniversary,	
	 St.	Valentine’s	Day

•	 Residents	Encouraged	To	Take	Old	Telephone		
	 Books	To	Drop-Off	Recycling	Sites

•	 Five	Win	City	Human	Relations	Awards

•	 Raleigh	Parks	And	Recreation	Department		
	 Dedicates	First	Teen	Center	

•	 City	Of	Raleigh	Modifies	Fluoride		 	
	 Concentrations	In	Drinking	Water

•	 Mayor	Meeker	To	Deliver	State-Of-The-City		
	 Address	March	14

•	 Street	Vendors	To	Be	Permitted

•	 Chavis	Park	Survey	To	Be	Distributed	In		 	
	 March

•	 Streets	To	Close	For	Greenway	Construction

•	 City	Of	Raleigh	Offers	Summer	Jobs	
	 For	Teens

•	 Follow	The	City	Of	Raleigh	On	Twitter

•	 Traffic	Alerts

Raleigh’s Eastern Gateway Connection: 

New Bern Avenuere
Public Workshop
Thursday, March 3, 2011
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Milner Memorial Presbyterian Church
1950 New Bern Avenue

The first workshop held in December, resulted in the 
completion of the inventory and analysis phase and the 
publication of the Issues and Opportunities Report.   
At the March 3rd Public Design Workshop, we will  
discuss solutions to the various issues identified as well 
as potential corridor improvements. 

TO REGISTER:

Issues and opportunities are summarized by the  
following categories: 

 • Streetscape and urban design, 
 • Multi-modal transportation, 
 • Environmental considerations, 
 • Public safety, 
 • Historic and cultural heritage
 • Land use and economic development

0  
http://raleighnc.gov/planning 

and click 

on ‘New Bern Avenue Corridor Study’  
under Trending Topics. 

 

Parking is located at the rear of the church. 

For special accommodations:  
City of Raleigh Public Affairs at  

919-996-3100 

For information, contact Dhanya Sandeep,  
919-516-2659 or  

dhanya.sandeep@raleighnc.gov
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CITY OF RALEIGH USING STIMULUS FUNDS 
TO FINANCE VARIETY OF PROJECTS

Approximately $22.7 million from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment	Act	(ARRA)	of	2009,	also	known	as	federal	
stimulus funds, are being used to help pay the cost of a host of 
projects in Raleigh. Counting City matching funds and money 
from other sources, such as the State of North Carolina, these 
local projects total $39.8 million.

The City of Raleigh is using stimulus funding for a variety of 
projects, including weatherization and energy efficiency, recycling, 
electric vehicle charging stations, rain harvesting at City fire 
stations, homelessness prevention, “green” building classes, 
and	 construction	 of	 a	 major	 greenway.	 The	 largest	 ARRA-
funded City project is the $23.3 million Transit Operations Center 
under construction in southeast Raleigh. On Feb. 8, Deputy 
U.S. Transportation Secretary John Porcari and Federal Transit 
Administrator Peter Rogoff joined Mayor Charles Meeker and 
U.S. Reps. Brad Miller and David Price on a tour of the Transit 
Operations	Facility.	Also	taking	the	tour	were	Eugene	A.	Conti	Jr.,	
secretary of the North Carolina Department of Transportation, and 
other members of the Raleigh City Council.

The following is a description and update of the City’s ARRA 
projects, with ARRA funding totals in parenthesis:
 
•	 Residential	 and	 Commercial	 Energy	 Efficiency	 and	
Weatherization	 Loan	 Program	 ($764,080).  A new revolving 
loan program that will provide qualified applicants with affordable 
residential and commercial financing for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy improvements and weatherization. The City 
is  in the process of selecting an organization to establish and 
administer this program, with oversight by City of Raleigh;

•	 Climate	 Action	 Plan	 ($250,000).	  Funds will be used to 
develop	 a	 detailed	 comprehensive	 city-wide	 strategic	 energy	
plan. The intent of the energy plan will be to reduce fossil fuel 
consumption and emissions and to increase energy efficiency 
within City of Raleigh government operations. This will include 
green house gases reduction action plan, fleet transformation and 
alternate fueling strategy, and a renewable energy strategy and 
energy efficiency guidelines in the City’s buildings plan. The City 
will use the RFP process to select project consultant team with 
legal, financial, technical, construction and energy management 
experience and expertise;

•	 Government	 Buildings	 Energy	 Efficiency	 Contracts	
($500,000).	Funding to be used to conduct energy audits that will 
be applied toward energy savings contracts at two City buildings 
in	 Downtown	 Raleigh	 ---	 the	 Avery	 C.	 Upchurch	 Government	
Complex,	 222	 W.	 Hargett	 St.,	 and	 the	 Dillon	 Building,	 310	 W.	
Martin St. The project is in the design phase;

•	 Energy	Management	Software	&	Climate	Control	Systems	
($500,000).	Funding	to	be	used	to	purchase	front-end	direct	digital	
control system for City government facilities throughout Raleigh to 
tie into enterprise energy management software.  This will allow 
for controlling, trending, measuring, monitoring and verification of 
energy usage, as well as operational programming. The project 
will maximize savings opportunities. The project is in the design 
phase;

•	 Solid	 Waste	 Services	 Pilot	 for	 Enhanced	 Recycling	
($165,000).	 Funds	 were	 used	 to	 purchase	 3,523	 95-gallon	
residential recycling carts for a pilot program. The City used the 
carts to help evaluate opportunities for increased recycling and 
associated energy and greenhouse gas emissions savings. The 
carts are now being used permanently by residents as the pilot 
program has ended; 

•	 Vehicle	Conversion	to	Electric	Battery	Powered	($77,000).  
Funds used to convert seven City hybrid vehicles to electric/ 
battery operation. This will increase the vehicles’ fuel efficiency 
and reduce fossil fuel consumption and emissions. The conversion 
of the vehicles is complete;

•	 Electric	Vehicle	Charging	Stations	($30,000).  Funding used 
to install the City’s first two electric vehicle charging stations at 
285	W.	Hargett	Street	in	front	of	the	Avery	C.	Upchurch	Government	
Complex. The charging stations were put into service on Nov. 23 
following a public ceremony. The City’s third charging station at 
215 W. Cabarrus Street was unveiled in late January. The charging 
stations are part of Raleigh’s preparations for the national rollout 
of	plug-in	electric	vehicles.	The	City	plans	to	 install	a	 total	of	30	
charging stations by the fall;

•	 Solar	 Thermal	 Water	 Heating	 ($150,000). Funding is for 
installation of 12 solar collectors at four City of Raleigh fire 
stations. Use of the solar collectors will reduce energy costs 
and dependence on fossil fuel for water heating the fire stations’ 
domestic hot water. It is estimated that more than 20 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide will be reduced annually. Sundance Power 
Systems has tentatively been awarded a contract for the solar 
collector installation, pending final approval;
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•	 Government	 Buildings	 Lighting	 Efficiency	 Improvements	
($500,000). Funds will be used to retrofit interior lighting with 
more	energy	efficient	 lighting	at	 the	City’s	One	Exchange	Plaza	
building	(formerly	219	Fayetteville	St.)	and	at	12	City	fire	stations.	
Energy	 savings	 from	 the	 project	 are	 estimated	 at	 40	 percent.	
Pinnacle	Lighting	Contractors	has	been	issued	a	contract	for	the	
One	Exchange	Plaza	lighting	and	Gaylor	Inc.	has	been	awarded	
the contract for the lighting at the fire stations. Design review is 
currently under way, with retrofitting for both projects scheduled to 
begin in March. Completion will be in the summer;

•	 Staff	for	Implementation	&	Project	Management	($431,800).	
The Raleigh City Council established the Office of Sustainability 
and staffed it to develop and implement sustainable projects for 
City government and the community. The Sustainability Office 
was awarded two AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers In Service to 
America)	volunteers	to	provide	support	and	assistance	on	energy	
efficiency related work for the City. AmeriCorps is a national agency 
committed to community service. The ARRA funding will be used 
to hire two additional staff positions for the project as the Vista 
service contracts expired last September. The two staff persons 
are scheduled to be hired this year;

•	 Green	 Builders	 Certification	 and	 Community	 Education	
Program	 ($452,520). This funding is for a comprehensive 
community education and training program to include training and 
certification for green builders, contractors and associated trades, 
inspectors and code enforcement staff, and energy audits. The 
City offered classes in 2010 that were attended by at least 193 
participants. More classes are being offered this year as the City 
has formed a partnership with Wake Tech and the North Carolina 
Solar Center;

•	 Local	 Energy	 Assurance	 Planning	 (LEAP)	 Initiative	
($199,972).	 This initiative is to strengthen and expand local 
government energy assurance planning and resiliency, reduce the 
impacts from energy supply disruptions, and create jobs in energy 
assurance planning at the City level. With this grant, the City has 
hired	 a	 part-time	 temporary	 staff	 analyst	 to	 develop	 the	 energy	
assurance plan and begin training City staff; 

•	 Community	Development	Block	Grant-Recovery	Act	funds	
($648,148).	These	supplemental	funds	are	to	be	used	on	CDBG-
eligible activities (acquisition, housing rehabilitation, public works, 
parks,	etc.),	70	percent	of	which	must	benefit	persons	with	low	and	
moderate incomes. Specifically, the funds were used to convert 
the St. Monica Catholic School to a teen center and to support 
a nonprofit organization’s youth employment program. The grand 
opening of the St. Monica Teen Center, located at 15 N. Tarboro 
St., is scheduled for Friday, Feb. 11 at 3 p.m.;

•	 Homelessness	 Prevention	 and	 Rapid	 Re-Housing	
($991,091).	 Funds used to provide financial assistance and 
services to prevent individuals and families from becoming 
homeless. The program also helps those who are experiencing 
homelessness	to	be	quickly	re-housed	and	stabilized.	The	funds	

provide	a	variety	of	assistance	regarding	short-term	or	medium-
term rental assistance and housing relocation and stabilization 
services. These include activities such as mediation, credit 
counseling, security or utility deposits, utility payments, moving 
cost assistance, and case management. More than 158 families 
(or	412	people)	have	received	assistance	from	the	program;

•	 Raleigh	 Invests	 In	 People	 and	 Communities	 ($249,270).	
AmeriCorps selected the City of Raleigh to sponsor 12 members of 
the VISTA program to spend a year working to improve the quality 
of life for residents in poverty. The City’s project, called “Raleigh 
Invests in People and Communities,” assigned VISTA members 
to areas where they can have the most impact in helping to build 
the capacities of impoverished individuals and communities. The 
volunteers were assigned to five City departments: City Manager’s 
Office, Community Services, Public Utilities, Administrative 
Services	 (now	 called	 Budget/Management	 Services)	 and	
Information Technology;

•	 Raleigh	 Invests	 In	 People	 and	 Communities-VISTA	
Supervisor	 ($22,000).	AmeriCorps granted the City of Raleigh 
$22,000.to fund one VISTA supervisor position and to pay for 
mileage reimbursement and training for VISTA volunteers;

•	 Rainwater	 Harvesting	 at	 Fire	 Stations	 ($279,516.51).	  The 
Fire	 Station	 Rainwater	 Harvesting	 project	 was	 divided	 into	 two	
separate construction contracts: one contract for the installation 
of rain gardens at five fire stations and the second contract for the 
installation of cisterns at 11 fire stations. A rain garden construction 
contact	 in	 the	 amount	 of	 $106,174.51	 was	 awarded	 to	 Fluvial	
Solutions Inc. Construction of the project is complete. Cape Fear 
Rainwater	Harvesting	is	the	contractor	for	the	cistern	construction	
project in the amount of $171,715. Construction is under way and 
is expected to be complete in April;

•	 Neuse	River	Greenway	Trail	($3.25	million). Construction has 
begun	on	the	first	link	of	the	Neuse	River	Greenway	Trail	that	will	
extend	8	miles	from	Falls	Lake	Dam	to	the	WRAL	Soccer	Center	on	
Perry	Creek	Road.	This	link	is	called	the	Upper	Neuse	Greenway	
Trail. Narron Construction is the contractor. Construction of the 
Upper	Neuse	Greenway	Trail	 is	set	to	be	complete	in	June.	The	
entire	Neuse	River	Greenway	will	extend	28	miles	from	Falls	Lake	
to southeast Wake County at the Johnston County line;

•	 2009	Regional	Wake	County	Justice	Assistance	Grant	($1.5	
million). The grant provides funding to the City of Raleigh Police 
Department and other area police departments. Raleigh is using 
the	grant	for	digital	in-car	cameras	and	overtime	funds;

•	 Neuse	River	Wastewater	Treatment	Plant,	Phase	III,	Reuse	
Spray	Irrigation	System	($1.25	million). This project expands the 
reuse spray irrigation system at the plant to include an additional 
106 acres of crop land. Use of this system reduced the volume 
of wastewater and nutrients that are discharged to the Neuse 
River. The irrigation enabled plant staff to better manage growing 
conditions for crops and improve nutrient uptake from the soils 
through farming.  The project is complete;
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•	 Capital	Area	Transit	(CAT)	Bus	Engines	($80,000).  Funding 
was used to upgrade three CAT buses to advanced diesel engines. 
Use of the diesel engines has led to significant reductions in 
exhaust gases from the buses; 

•	 Transit	Operations	Center	 ($11.6	million). Funds are being 
used	 to	 help	 construct	 a	 state-of-the-art	 Transit	 Operations	
Center for CAT. The center is located on 23 acres on the south 
side	 of	 Poole	Road	 just	 east	 of	 the	 Interstate	 440	 beltline.	 The	
Transit	 Operations	 Center	 will	 consist	 of	 a	 27,400-square-foot,	
two-story	 Administration	 Operations	 Building;	 a	 56,000-square-
foot Maintenance Building; a bus wash building; and a fuel depot. 
A bus shelter on Poole Road for riders of Capital Area Transit 
also will be part of the project. The Transit Operations Center will 
accommodate	a	125-bus	fleet,	with	the	ability	for	expansion	to	200	
buses. Construction of the Transit Operations Center is scheduled 
for completion in April;

•	 N.C.	 50	 Highway	 Corridor	 Study	 ($200,000). This project 
is	 a	 study	 of	 the	 N.C.	 50	 Corridor	 from	 1-540	 northward	 to	
Creedmoor. The draft report of the study is available by visiting 
the website of the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(CAMPO)	 at	 www.campo-nc.us.	 Recommendations	 in	 the	 study	
include alternatives for improvements to address vehicular and 
bicycle transportation related issues in the corridor. CAMPO’s 
Transportation Advisory Committee will hold a public hearing on 
the study recommendations on March 16. The committee meets 
on April 20 to consider adoption of the recommendations; and,

•	 Wilders	 Grove	 Solid	 Waste	 Services	 (SWS)	 Operations	
Center,	 Geothermal	 Heating	 and	 Cooling	 System	 ($1.29	
million).  The geothermal heating and cooling system will be 
included	 in	 the	 state-of-the-art	 SWS	 Operations	 Center	 that	 is	
under construction at the City of Raleigh’s now closed Wilders 
Grove	Landfill	off	of	New	Bern	Avenue.	The	geothermal	heating	and	
cooling system uses ground temperatures as an energy source for 
heating and cooling comfort, enhancing energy efficiency. Pumps 
and a series of wells are included in the underground loop piping 
system.	The	24,000-square-foot	Wilders	Grove	SWS	Operations	
Center will house Solid Waste Services staff and vehicles, 
replacing	the	department’s	current	headquarters	at	400	W.	Peace	
St. It will be among the first remote operations facilities built by 
the City to make municipal services more convenient to residents. 
Construction of the SWS Operations Center is scheduled for 
completion in September.
 
For more information about the City of Raleigh’s ARRA projects, 
contact	 Angel	 Wright-Feldman,	 Intergovernmental	 Relations	
Manager,	at	996-4660,	or	email	angel.wright-feldman@raleighnc.gov;	
or visit the City’s website at www.raleighnc.gov.
 

CAT TO OFFER ‘LOVE BUS’ TO CELEBRATE 
R-LINE’S SECOND ANNIVERSARY, ST. 
VALENTINE’S DAY

Capital	Area	Transit	(CAT)	will	celebrate	both	the	R-LINE’s	second	
anniversary	and	Valentine’s	Day	with	a	“Love	Bus”	promotion	on	
Monday,	Feb.	14	from	4	p.m.	to	8	p.m.	

The	 “Love	 Bus”	 will	 feature	 a	 romantic	 R-LINE	 ride	 to	 various	
Valentine’s	Day	destinations	along	the	R-LINE	route,	with	fun	and	
prizes along the way. Riders can request a serenade from local 
singing groups while riding on the bus and enter their name in a 
raffle for a chance to win a prize. Additionally, everyone will walk 
away with a Valentine’s Day gift bag.

Sponsors of the event include Dickey’s Barbecue Pit, Wachovia 
IMAX Theatre at Marbles Kids Museum, the McDonald’s 
restaurants on South Street and Peace Street; Revive Massage 
Therapy,	Tir	Na	Nog,	Triangle	Food	Tour,	Rocky	Top	Hospitality,	
and	The	Hibernian.

The	 R-LINE	 bus,	 first	 launched	 into	 service	 on	 Feb.	 13,	 2009,	
offers free rides through downtown Raleigh, with the option to 
hop on or off at any of the 20 stops along the route. The normal 
operating	hours	for	the	R-LINE	are	Monday	through	Wednesday
7 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Thursday through Saturday from 7 a.m. to 2:15 a.m.; 
and	Sunday	from	1	p.m.	to	8	p.m.	To	access	the	R-Line’s	mobile	
application,	 visit	 www.YouRHere.com/mobile	 and	 click	 on	 the	
“R-LINE”	tab.	

For	more	information	on	the	R-LINE	or	other	CAT	bus	routes,	call	
485-RIDE	or	visit	the	City	of	Raleigh’s	website	at	www.raleighnc.gov.

RESIDENTS ENCOURAGED TO TAKE 
OLD TELEPHONE BOOKS TO DROP-OFF 
RECYCLING SITES

City of Raleigh residents can keep unwanted telephone directories 
out	of	the	landfill	by	disposing	of	them	at	drop-off	recycling	sites.
Special containers for collecting telephone books are at four of 
the	City’s	drop-off	 recycling	sites.	The	telephone	book	collection	
boxes are labeled with bright yellow and blue banners and will be 
in	place	until	May	1.	Phone	books	are	made	of	a	low-quality	grade	
of paper, and can not be deposited in the boxes designated for 
other	materials	or	in	the	City-issued	curbside	recycling	bins	or	roll	
carts given to residents. The directories must be removed from 
plastic bags and placed in the box, not left on the ground. Do not 
leave	any	non-recyclable	trash	at	the	drop-off	sites.

The	four	City	of	Raleigh	drop-off	recycling	sites	that	are	accepting	
old telephone books are:
 
•	 City	of	Raleigh	Solid	Waste	Services	Department,	400	W.	Peace	St.	
	 This	site	is	accessible	Monday	through	Friday	from	7	a.m.	to	4	p.m.;
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•	 City	of	Raleigh	Yard	Waste	Center,	900	N.	New	Hope	Road.			
 This site is accessible Monday through Saturday from 7 a.m.  
	 until	4	p.m.;
•	 Jaycee	Park,	2405	Wade	Ave.	This	site	is	accessible	around	the
 clock; and,
•	 North	Boulevard	Plaza	at	Mini	City	in	the	4500	block	of	Capital		
	 Boulevard,	adjacent	to	the	Food	Lion.	This	site	also	is	open	24	hrs.
 
For more information, contact the City of Raleigh Solid Waste 
Services	 Department	 at	 996-6890	 or	 visit	 the	 City’s	 website	 at	
www.raleighnc.gov. The website has information on how residents 
can opt out of receiving new hard copy phone books.

Raleigh	 residents	 may	 also	 recycle	 old	 telephone	 books	 year-
round at all 11 Wake County Convenience Centers and the 
North	Wake	and	South	Wake	Multi-Material	Recycling	Facilities.		
Business	owners	may	recycle	phone	directories	only	at	the	Multi-
Material Recycling sites. For a list of Wake County recycling 
locations,	call	856-6186	or	visit	www.wakegov.com.
 
FIVE WIN CITY HUMAN RELATIONS 
AWARDS

The	City	of	Raleigh	Human	Relations	Commission	has	announced	
five winners of its annual awards for contributions to positive 
human relations in the Capital City. The commission honored the 
recipients	of	the	Human	Relations	Awards	during	its	22nd	Annual	
Awards Banquet held at the Sheraton in Downtown Raleigh on 
Thursday night.

The awards were given in four categories: business, nonprofit 
organization, individual, and student.

In the business category, the winners were:
•	 The	Law	Offices	of	Jeffrey	G.	Marsocci,	PLLC,	for	being	a
  consistent and active ally of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and   
 transgender community.
•	 Alsco, a local linen company, for its support to community   
 and nonprofit groups, its diverse workforce, and its use of   
 green technology.
 
In the individual category, the winner was:
•	 Virginia	Tally,	a	past	member	of	the	Human	Relations		 	
	 Commission	who	serves	as	a	role	model,	a	bridge-builder	and		
 an advocate for the disenfranchised.
 
In the nonprofit organization category, the winner was:
•	 The	Community	Victory	Garden	of	Highland	Methodist	Church,		
 which serves as a place for fellowship, food, cultural exchange,
 and hospitality.
 
In the student category, the winner was:
•	 Shamir	Alyson	McCall,	a	student	at	Millbrook	High	School	who		
 volunteers in her church and the community.
 
The award recipients were chosen from nominations submitted 
by the public.

The	City	of	Raleigh	Human	Relations	Commission	is	an	advisory	
body to the Raleigh City Council, which appoints its members. The 
commission promotes activities, education, and programs that 
enhance human dignity, equal opportunity, mutual respect, and 
harmony among Raleigh citizens.

The City of Raleigh Community Services Department provides 
staff	 support	 for	 the	 Human	 Relations	 Commission.	 For	 more	
information	 about	 the	 Human	 Relations	 Commission	 or	 the	
Human	Relations	Awards,	contact	Marionna	Poke-Stewart	in	the	
Community	Services	Department	at	996-6100	or	
marionna.poke-stewart@raleighnc.gov.
 
RALEIGH PARKS AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT DEDICATES FIRST TEEN 
CENTER 

The City of Raleigh held a dedication ceremony for the Saint 
Monica	Teen	Center	on	Friday,	Feb.	11.	Located	at	15	N.	Tarboro	
Road, the teen center is the first one operated by the City.

Saint Monica Teen Center offers a safe place for teenagers 
that includes recreational, educational, and social and fitness 
programming.	 The	 facility	 serves	 all	 teens,	 ages	 13-19,	 who	
live in Raleigh and a youth advisory board will help govern the 
center.  Included in the facility are a lounge, multi purpose rooms, 
technology room, and study area.  The building was originally a 
part of the Saint Monica Catholic School and later served as home 
to New Bern Avenue Day Care.  A wall of history incorporated into 
the teen center gives teenagers the opportunity to see other youth 
who have used this historic building for the same purpose. 

The Saint Monica Teen Center is open from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, and 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Sunday. Teens must register for a free membership pass to 
enter the center.
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CITY OF RALEIGH MODIFIES FLUORIDE 
CONCENTRATIONS IN DRINKING WATER

On	 Jan.	 7,	 the	 Environmental	 Protection	 Agency	 (EPA)	 and	
the	 U.	 S.	 Department	 of	 Health	 and	 Human	 Services	 (HHS)	
announced a proposed recommendation of 0.7 milligrams per liter 
(mg/l)	 of	 fluoride	 in	 treated	water	 to	 replace	 the	 current	 federal	
recommended range of 0.7 to 1.2 mg/l. 

On Feb. 2, the North Carolina Public Water Supply Section issued 
a position statement supporting this change.  In response to these 
recommendations, the City of Raleigh revised its target fluoride 
concentration on Feb. 9 to follow the new Federal and State 
guidance.

Internationally, fluoride is added to potable water to reduce dental 
decay in children and adults.  The fluoridation of public water 
supplies	 is	 recommended	 and	 supported	 by	 the	 World	 Health	
Organization	 (WHO),	 the	American	Medical	Association	 (AMA),	
Canadian	 Medical	Association	 (CMA),	 the	 Centers	 for	 Disease	
Control	 (CDC),	 American	 Dental	 Association	 (ADA),	 Canadian	
Dental	Association	(CDA)	as	well	as	the	American	Water	Works	
Association	 (AWWA)	 and	 Association	 of	 Metropolitan	 Water	
Agencies	(AMWA).	Mr.	Kip	Duchon,	national	fluoride	engineer	for	
the CDC, has said that “[water fluoridation] in the U.S. does more 
to reduce dental decay than all the dentists in the country.” 

Review of the data on the decrease in cavities among children 
over	 the	 past	 40	 years	 indicated	 that	 fluoridated	 drinking	water	
continues to provide protection to adults as they age. This same 
research indicates the protection from the topical application of 
fluoride, such with toothpaste, lasts about two hours whereas 
drinking water continuously provides such protection.

The City of Raleigh has fortified the potable water supply with 
fluoride since fluoridation was approved by public referendum on 
Dec. 11, 1956. This new fluoridation guidance will allow the City to 
reduce the target fluoride concentration, continue to protect public 
dental	health	and	create	a	net	savings	of	approximately	$40,000	
in chemical expenses within the Water Treatment Division of the 
Public Utilities Department. The City of Raleigh Public Utilities 
Department	provides	water	and	wastewater	services	to	450,000	
customers	 in	 Raleigh	 and	 the	 communities	 of	 Garner,	 Wake	
Forest, Rolesville, Knightdale, Wendell and Zebulon.

For more information about community water fluoridation, as 
well as information for health care providers and individuals on 
how to prevent tooth decay and reduce the chance of children 
developing dental fluorosis, visit http://www.cdc.gov/fluoridation. 
For information about the national drinking water regulations 
for fluoride, visit: http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/
basicinformation/fluoride.cfm.

For more information regarding the North Carolina Public Water 
Supply	 Section,	 visit	 the	 N.C.	 Department	 of	 Environment	 and	
Natural	Resources	(DENR)	website	at	http://portal.ncdenr.org.

For more information regarding fluoridation of potable water by the 
City of Raleigh, contact Assistant Public Utilities Director Kenneth 
Waldroup	at	857-4540.	
 
MAYOR MEEKER TO DELIVER STATE-OF-
THE-CITY ADDRESS MARCH 14

Mayor	Charles	Meeker	will	deliver	the	state-of-the	City	address	at	
noon	on	March	14,	in	the	outer	lobby	of	Memorial	Auditorium	in	the	
Progress	Energy	Center	for	the	Performing	Arts.	The	address	will	
be delivered as part of the Raleigh Rotary Club meeting.

The public is invited. Admission is free. There is a charge of $15 
for lunch. 
 
STREET VENDORS TO BE PERMITTED

By unanimous vote, Raleigh City Council has approved an 
ordinance	 permitting	 up	 to	 two	 non-motorized	 vendor	 pushcarts	
to	operate	in	each	block-face	in	areas	zoned	for	commercial	use.	
Carts must be located at least 50 feet away from the entrance to 
any	business	selling	food	and	from	any	outdoor	eating	area.	Hours	
of operation are from 6:00 am until 3:00am. Carts may not operate 
within	400	feet	of	any	special	event	approved	by	Council,	unless	
the event organizer grants specific permission. 

The pushcart operator must stay with the cart and have a valid 
permit	 in	 his	 possession	 at	 all	 times.	Other	 cart-specific	 space,	
sanitation and use requirements are outlined in the ordinance.

Pushcart owners must obtain a permit for each location in which the 
owner intends to operate each cart. No more than three location 
permits will be issued per cart. Permit application renewals will be 
accepted through June 20 for the next permit year. Applications for 
new permits for spaces not renewed by June 20 will be accepted 
from June 21 through July 1. A lottery will be used to select the 
recipient	from	multiple	new	applicants	for	a	space.	Each	applicant	
must have a valid City of Raleigh business license. 

Business licenses and permits issued by the City of Raleigh are 
in effect from July 1 through June 30 of each fiscal year and are 
issued by the City of Raleigh Revenue Services, located on the 
first	floor	of	the	Raleigh	Municipal	Building,	222	Hargett	St.

Street carts were previously regulated under provisions of the 
Private	Use	of	Public	Space	Manual.	The	Law	and	Public	Safety	
Committee	 continues	 to	 hold	 the	matter	 of	mobile	 self-powered	
food trucks for further discussion. 

For more information on how to apply for a business license or 
permits in Raleigh, visit www.raleighnc.gov.
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CHAVIS PARK SURVEY TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED IN MARCH

The Raleigh City Council has approved a survey to address 
community concerns regarding Chavis Park.

Chavis	Park	 is	 located	at	505	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Boulevard.	
Amenities at the park include a staffed community center, 
swimming	 pool	 and	 the	 historic	 Herschell	 Carousel.	 In	October	
2009, the City Council approved the relocation of the carousel at 
Chavis Park. In addition, the City Council directed staff to develop 
a public process for improvement of the other amenities at Chavis 
Park. 

The City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department staff, working 
with	Dr.	Amanda	Mitra,	Management	Learning	Laboratories,	held	
several focus group meetings in the community to develop the 
survey design. Small group meetings were held with youth, civic, 
educational, and social leaders and the general public to identify 
issues	facing	Chavis	Park.		The	survey	will	be	distributed	to	4,500	
adults	 and	 500	 youth	 within	 a	 two-mile	 radius	 of	 Chavis	 Park	
during March.  
 
STREETS TO CLOSE FOR GREENWAY 
CONSTRUCTION

Sections	of	Lake	Boone	Trail	and	Glen	Eden	Drive	will	be	closed	
to	 accommodate	 construction	 of	 the	 House	 Creek	 Greenway	
Trail project. Precast culverts are being installed for concrete 
pedestrian	tunnels.	The	tunnels	will	link	the	greenway	across	Lake	
Boone	Trail	and	Glen	Eden	Drive.

The	 1400	 block	 of	 Glen	 Eden	Drive	 is	 scheduled	 to	 be	 closed	
from	April	4	 to	May	14.	The	3400	block	of	Lake	Boone	Trail	will	
be	closed	from	June	13	until	July	14.	Detour	signs	will	be	posted	
and access will be maintained to all homes and businesses in the 
affected areas.
 
CITY OF RALEIGH OFFERS SUMMER JOBS 
FOR TEENS

The City of Raleigh will provide jobs, training and career counseling 
for	 160	 teens	 ages	 14	 years	 old	 to	 18	 years	 old	 this	 summer	
through	its	Summer	Youth	Employment	Program.	

The program is open to young people who live in the City of 
Raleigh. Selected candidates will work 20 to 35 hours a week and 
make $7.25 per hour. The program runs from Monday, June 13, 
through Friday, Aug. 12.

Summer youth employees work in City offices, perform light labor or 
serve as recreation counselors. As an added benefit, local lawyers 
volunteer to serve as mentors to summer youth employees through 
the	Lunch-With-A-Lawyer	program.	Many	youth	employees	also	
attend	special	life-skills	sessions	throughout	the	year.

The	interview	and	application	period	will	be	held	March	4	to	March	
30. Interested youth can go to any one of the 10 locations listed 
below to complete an application and participate in an interview. 
Interviews will be held and applications taken from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
on the dates shown at the following sites:

Friday,	March	4,	-	Millbrook	Exchange	Park	,	
 1905 Spring Forest Road
Tuesday,	March	8	-	Biltmore	Hills	Community	Center,
 2615 Fitzgerald Drive
Thursday,		March	10	-	Greystone	Recreation	Center,	
	 7713-55	Leadmine	Road
Monday,	March	14	-	Green	Road	Community	Center,	
	 4201	Green	Road
Wednesday,	March	16	-	Roberts	Park	Community	Center,			
	 1300	East	Martin	Street
Friday,	March	18	-	Chavis	Community	Center,				
	 505	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Blvd.
Tuesday,	March	22	-	Tarboro	Road	Community	Center,				
 121 Tarboro Road
Thursday,	March	24	-	Worthdale	Community	Center,	
 1001 Cooper Road
Monday,	March	28	-	Lions	Park	Community	Center,					
 516 Dennis Avenue
Wednesday,	March	30	-	Method	Pioneer	Building,					
	 514	Method	Road

At the time of the interview, an applicant must provide proof of 
age and proof of residency in the City of Raleigh. To meet this 
requirement, an applicant must provide a clear photocopy of one 
of the following IDs:

•	 North	Carolina	driver’s	license
•	 North	Carolina	learner’s	permit
•	 Military	identification	with	photo
•	 North	Carolina	identification	card	with	photo
•	 School	identification	cards	and	temporary	driving	certificates	
 will not be accepted.

The program is administered by the Community Services 
Department.	 For	 more	 information,	 contact	 Cathey	 J.	 Ector	 at	
996-6100	 or	 cathey.ector@raleighnc.gov.	 More	 details	 also	 are	
available at www.raleighnc.gov search words: “Summer Youth 
Employment	Program.”
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FOLLOW THE CITY OF RALEIGH ON 
TWITTER

Looking	 for	 the	 most	 up-to-date	 information	 from	 the	 City	 of	
Raleigh?	Follow	your	local	government	via	Twitter!

Twitter is a free service that allows you to “follow” people or subjects 
via short, frequent updates. The City of Raleigh now offers Twitter 
users the opportunity to stay informed about the latest news and 
breaking events. To join in, visit www.twitter.com and get started 
with a few simple steps. Once you have an active account, you can 
elect to “follow” any of the City’s twitter accounts. 

Currently, the City maintains the following accounts:
RaleighGov	-	This	feed	features	links	to	any	news	releases	and	
alerts issued by the City of Raleigh;
RaleighBPAC	– This feed features information from the City of 
Raleigh Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory commission;
RaleighParks	 – This feed features any news and information 
related to the City of Raleigh Parks and Recreation Department; 
RalCommServices	 – City of Raleigh Community Services 
Department;
CORTraffic	– This feed features scheduled road closings due to 
construction or road races in the City of Raleigh; and,
RW911	 – this feed features traffic accidents reported to the 
Emergency	Communications	Center.

To follow any of these, simply choose “Find People” from your 
Twitter home page and type in the account name you are interested 
in and then click “follow.” It’s that easy. 
 
TRAFFIC ALERTS

February

•	 February	 12 – Traffic will be impacted on February 12 from 
10:30 until 1 p.m. for a demonstration. The group will gather 
at Shaw University, travel to South Street and proceed west to 
Wilmington Street. They will continue north and turn left on Jones 
Street	and	gather	at	the	Legislative	Building.	

•	 February	13 – Traffic will be impacted on February 13 from 
1 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. for a road race. The runners will assemble 
on	Halifax	Street	and	proceed	south.	They	will	turn	left	on	Delway	
Street, right on Blount Street, left on Pace Street, left on Person 
Street, continue north on Mordecai Drive, left on Courtland Drive, 
right	 on	Mulberry	 Street,	 left	 on	Marshall	 Street,	make	 a	 u-turn	
and proceed back to Mulberry Street, left on Blount Street, right 
on	Delway	Street,	right	on	Halifax	Street	and	return	to	the	starting	
line. 
 
For information on downtown events visit the Downtown Raleigh 
Alliance	website	at	www.godowntownraleigh.com	and	the	Greater	
Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau at www.visitraleigh.com.
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